Inhibition of nitric oxide synthesis during the cold pressor test in patients with coronary artery disease.
The effects of a cold pressor test during intracoronary infusions of L-NMMA and normal saline were studied in patients with chronic stable angina and in patients with normal coronary arteriograms. The cold pressor test during saline infusion caused significant dilation of proximal and distal segments in patients with normal coronary arteriograms, and this dilation was abolished by L-NMMA infusion; in patients with coronary disease the cold pressor test during saline caused constriction of the stenoses and distal segments and this constriction was augmented by L-NMMA infusion.